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Guy MclLean (order #264473

27)

The Jowamal Of The Tomd

Year of the Stag, Day 111
f,GMDuAW%Wo{WWMMaU
degmla{dcl’f“umwwwmyq«mu
discover Ye e Toml of Ul anciend, bt of, 10 Llurive mage, Acererst.
To this end, ['ve been {ollowing duer, digging wp old relics, and
ing anciend documents. ['ve Learmed enough wow 1o el confidert
Hat | Aand 4 [pr betler chance Yan morl of wavigating Accrerak’s
burial 3ite, MWW:&MWW&
Tomd. The reward promaises To be mi
ThWo{IhHMwM@FMTMWMAWa{
Wil and prowess exceeded by few otbens. Furtben, | bnow Uhis i1 4 srong
group by direet experience. | dowt dowlt thein compelence, bt Uis may
Whh%MWW%MWMMMJ’ﬁ
any went, ey accepted Ue commivvion; We Band i1 diarged To hccompiny
e ind protect me im my explorations of Acrral's Tomd, whick i Located
%%VMW%I&M
[ Lave arsned Falon and Hhe rest that Uhat Were will be plesty of Loot
w&wfucwww’mmwm
Wt i Drehsine. I fact, I've Told tem e tdh, at | bave Leer
W!&WHW{MWW and He ventune To Hhe

lanonledge
WWWWAW bt me, |'m Looling [or cold, bard cark and

magle & Lttle excilemerd.” | neplied Uhat be was centain 1o (ind exciement
enough [or & Lfetime.
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Day 119
%MWW%WW“M'IMW
memmwmuW%M
Ynough. the Vast Swamp, WwML%’ImMMp
Uere for & while; | Lidin't bnow I Lyla was going To get god-cursed on
%mmkw«zawa{m Thandully, | was able 10
We made camp Last might in {pond of & Muﬁdwwkdwelap
will provide ws ewtry into the Toml.
WM%%#@M%MWM,MM
semblance of & gand, primming shull. TMWWMMZMMM
WW&&%MTM%I«M{MW « porslle mesns of
ey, Falon, Grustlen, Satbenr, and Aarom busy themaelues with comeerms of

D4y 120

WC’W%WWW”&MWWWW
4 dallenge in el bt 100m emough we entered by what | (i war the
WMWMMMAM4WW Tle verse was nol

dear o wa, bud we endeavored to deciplen s mebming 41 lest

we could. 'm sune Ut i | bad e Lime Ut | Aevoted To studiping Uhe
Amalel, Ue meaning of the rbume would Lecome dean as well ... 4ot we
dont dare 1amy {or 10 Long.

We cose [iritly te arck, but | [ean T may ol bave been Uhe morl
M,MuW%mMWnMW Awm«u#
Levers. We all breatbed carier when & EBtle experimerntation yielded 4
WW&MWW&AMW&MW

S«w\adbay#ﬁlwchmda&wwwdwmm,wh
Mepping haps where we could, and wincing in painn whem we could wot. We
mwwwwtﬁwuhmwo{ww [ 4m 41
#cwla{mywakl;%umc&mmbwnttahw’mgdwwd
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Day 121
A day mudd Ll yeiterday. |'m ebavited; we've bardly moved (pom
our Lant Location. "UMMWQ{«&WMW.

Day 123
WMMMW,MMMQMM;WMTWW
Awar| yeitrday. Today, Guather lost an arm.

A danwalle patel of greem slime covered Tifom bead 1o foot in but an
eyclink. The duwanf) Aidint even bave 4 dance To scream lefore be was
rendertd inde juit 10 mudd putrescent plasma limael|. We couldn't cven
recover lia belongings in e mens. Never bas 4 companion been Lost To me
10 wddenly or 10 completely; we don't cwem bane 4 body (or Sather 1o
aBlempl To nertone te Ve To. | sdhall speak wo more of Tiefor, 41 i1 gricves

TaWﬂ«M, CMM&&«&WMFM%W
ck lis arm were be sbouldn bave Auring ome of ownr lacliracks. Witk &
bonnille sercam be pulled 2 back, bt i3 was completely gone, et 41 3 by 4
Mg,aau(it O@%am{«lww&m&{cw#w
the Toml's {Loor. | expect be'U e allle To UL swing Ut axe of bin with all
bis shenglh once be's calmed down 4 Uil. Wy Taling all of Falow’s
Leadersbip o nertrain te big man {pom embarking wpon & rampage of
destruction Unough the Tomd for vemgeance. Of cowrse, ot would only le
wncide, and W Falon proves bis piendabip by restraining bis
COMptiOn.

AL Hhe moment we are Taling oun nesl im whal appears To be some 1011 of)
abandoned Laloratony. We Lope Uhat wotling will Listunk ws bere 41 we
el o Tabe sock. | am Adermined o go om, and Falon i1 bownd by lis
corhradl To bccompbny me. He would anyuisy; be i wol Uhe 10 1o back

Day 124

Disaster sems To dog owr ewery step wow. [t seems Ut with wery
MWWWMMMMMMM,MWIJLMu{
anotler Ufe. 11 s Asron To whick | allude. The luer anchen was {lhed by 4
shange gan, and lefore we cold netvieve bim, & marvine, magical
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; on tone rollers Lsued [pom 4 bidden door and rolled over He
wpane b, crvuabing bim To & pulp im Less Lome Ut i1 Taker me o write
Uir ewtny. When Uhe gar leared and Ue juggernant rchreated, we necovered
e body. Satber hied ben best, Uit Uhe Aamage was Too exlemive; Aaron’s
U lad permanently (led (pom lim. Sather war beart broken. | Uink abe
and Asron were very dose, loser than e rest of wa ever realized. We
compored Me remaing as best we could, bt Satlen 43 and slares mow, and
Ihwalafmwamywmqahmigaw,{mﬂu‘wm“w
whodl befpll s Wil be Lifficndt To withatand. We dhall rest anotber Aoy
lefore we atlemp To permade ber To vertune orusnd.

Day 126
WTM{%,’WMM&JWW&MWW&W.
After & day of rest [ollowing Aaron's wnlimely demise, we moved uard,
Towards ow goal. We came then into 4 tuly larnge pillared tnome room.
Upon an dhony dais 141 4 siluer Unome. As Y an offering (pom the gods of
balance for oun recent Loses, Whe implemerts o ow quert’s end lay in
reach wpon e Unome taelf: 4 crowsn and seepter. Affier 4 few (alse arts,
we were able 1o move Towarnd Hhe plysical remsing of Acrerak.

We {ound an imposing damber with a ceiling all of viluer, complete
W 4 pranile sancoplagus. The Aatuany, e dests, and te gold (L
mdMWuWMWmMM Thmllm
ZMM!MMW&W& We are wh&auwt
open e sercopbaguas. WcMuhM,MMW,M

alent when we crach 2 open. The ancient docvmert whick |
Mw%dp%uuwm%wﬂhmml

desperate struggle yet. But i we succeed, | will bave the mears To proceed 1o

D4y 127

‘?Hw avrogénd of me To Uonk Ut will but 4 bop, g, and & jumnp |
MWMW sy bbnds e vingulan material wecersory to
wwb%MG@MFMMMIM.!MWMW
reseirdd, | should bave been more coandful,, | dhould bane ... wot browght my

{piends Lene 10 die.
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Allow me 1o 1art over 10 Ual you mbsy bamow whad Lefell Hhe once
rong comparny bamown ar the Band of the Hand. We were diverted i the
appesred 1o be another concealed route. Excited, we ined down Hhis mew
parage. [1 scemed that buck war with wa; i shornt order we were able 1o
perehrale Wwo corecutive serel doors. Duereagen, perkhaps, we &1 Long Last
Aiscovered Ue vanld of Acrerak's plugrical remaism.

A board of glittering, larking Trearure (il cangll ownr eyes. The
gurercerd hull seemed of Lttle import; in [t T seemed & Treasne ek
WA s gematome (vetunes. | il admil Ut | was distracted (pom my
Mdﬂt%o{MW.Aaa{mWW,Wo{mm
Yar others.

{pawwm' [f only | lad Uhought To destroy Hhe vhull

. before | coundd do monre Man stane, the Aut of U Aemilick’s
Mwwmam&hwﬂwum»m We
u&dtd“qwuyuwcw«u.sowa{wwww,m
Ue sl ... but Uis availed v ot a1 all: Acererah sucked te Ufe (pom
Lyla before sbe could do much more Wan sbnick. Her body mouldered 1o
Aust i te wot beartleat. Falon war woet; lin spinid was sripped {pom lim
MMM»M«%MaMWMM Sodlu
w1 AT Whs i vhis. AMW&“Wa{Ihq«MZ she and Grunther
gatbered wp Falons body (whick Lid wot mowlden anasy a1 Lyla's bad) and
{led. H,MWWMWWMMWM
weither Kid e Amidel when | preserted 1 shongly in bopes of recogmition.
Fearing imminent deatl, | pralbled what | lad come for and {led as well.

2 42 mow Two bowrs sinee we bave rum screaming (pom e vault. The
Aemilich bas wot [ollowed ws, Uark We good gods. | Lave To believe Ut 3|
A Lad wade We ffort o pursne s, we world all now le dead. Howeven,
wlive Mhough sbe s, | fean Uhat Sather bas [inally broken witl reality: she
as beem cunsing e sone. o ker deity for he. Last k] boun. | bow onlsy
Zhwdwla{myfldk TaMI(awwa«UMhmloua{l«'m‘aw
wtierky vain. My comcience could wot support such an additional burder,
altbiougl | mow believe Uat | was 0ol of my rechoring. Acrerah's gavnitlel
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by be Too mudh for me. Be Ual 41 1 may, | will cortirue on e Lorg
r0ad Ut | bave begum.

Day 128

vtinn. My guert bas Led me To Ui questionalle precipice, bnd mow, [inally, |
me 1o where | go mow, and ['m ol centain Ut 'l bave Ue srenglh 1o
wncceed agpinil Ue wight of Ue ome who names bimael| Acercrak. The road 1o
tir poist bas ot leen cary, and the Lows of many of my erituwlile
compémions i1 & sore llow. I dny evert, | add Uiy short epilogue 1o Uhe
MWﬂ{myr’«oﬂmﬁmﬂlmMa{WmeW

MZM&IMWAWMMMW
wés wrillew, nd war amdged To nealige Uat i3 was pormed by nome other
almorl 4 catiny pait. WEat guide wtrigued me s Ut by the date, The
WWM'I,OOOWoU! lﬂM.IhWWM%W
' afpsid Uiat A 100m rumlled 1o dust. However, | was alble 1o Liscover 4
§r6a1 sy Woings regarding Whe onigin of Uin mgthic figune.

ThWWw&Ma{WW Ml&
MM&W&MALWM ’h#&MWW’M«MA
W‘ﬁMWo&a{MW%W&WWﬁ
chmwwmhmmww
hMWWmMWWhM«{MM&J The
MM«M,M’WMWWWMqMM

41 Acrenald’s ...

[1n Yhe necond, Acererah daimas To bave been He bastard 1om of 4
Tanir vic ity and an wnfortumade bumdn (emale samed Valinda. The
WWMI&MM,MWWI@AM. The woman Aid wol
of Acrrale’s olwiows supernatinal deformitios, bud instead raised lim with
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dildnen. AWIA& [ pént you, MWWMW
Acereral’s early years were ol walike ménmy & mormal ild’s

TMWWWmAM¢7OI‘MAMJo{NM@
willagens, {pightemed of Ue loys appeanamee, pud Torch 1o e bowse and
lilled Acererale’s mothen. The Loy Lued only becawae of bis cambionic (balf-
demon) natune. The ddild became & desperate, buaded (ugitive, and only
banely srvived to adilibiood. [ was during tere years et ewery vertige of
W,W,%,MWMMW%MAM
lecame 4 cold, band man with bate i lin bearl and revenge om lis mind
{or e bommarns who bak Lilled lis mother and bunited lim wear To Aeath.

Acererak found Hhe meams To tudy e arts of 10rcery and il
mecroméncy. Being am entily of encharted Uneage bimael|, Where arts came
guickly 1o lim, and be 100m lecame & master of spells. | Hhe Text, Uere
was alro 4 reference 1o someone or sometling called Temebrows, 1o whidk.
explained. In amy cwent, T was Auring tis Time Ut Acerrak decides that
be dhall epbance bis magical power by lecoming 4 Lick. However,

ingly, Acereral lints that Lckdom s but te [irit step in rome
daborate scheme whick be doer ol Aeign 1o deserile!

Next, the documert Lscwsred 4 Toml, & Ciy, 4 Fortress, and [inally
sometling called te Amulet of the Void. 11 s my lelic] that the Ynee
Locations named corilitide actual places whick Acererah planed To Luild.
nerd would be wade porsille. The last semtemce of Uhe Aocument read, “And 10
i Yt o lliers of Lime | shall cast Uhe Amilel out inito Ue Lands of Mer, Ut
A mésy drndsw To me thore of proper mettle. Only those of keemest buck and
greatest il wll wir Unowgh 1o me i my llinste Fortress of Conclusion.
There, they dhall receive & magmificent reward for Whein persistonce.”

Ar you can prolally imagine, this preatly wtrigued me. A Latle
reseanch into e matler indeed Livilged Uat Uere was 144 1o le 4 bidder
Toml of be who called Limal{ Acererak, bt mosbere im all my seanches was
Yere wer by mention whatroeuer of 4 Fortress of Conclusion. 1t came 1o
e Yem Ut perkiaps only |, of all who bad s0ught aften 3, bad accens To
tir seered bmondedge. || the Anilel uly evisted, and was in e bands of



lay long [orgoTlen in 1ome heasnry or burial mownd. I either ewert, |
W&uwmwaw,ww,fww
e years of effjort | spent in acguiring it and e the effort | spent in
W%WWWWMM WMAMM
iscovery, apply Uiz ley 1o Ue rumes o We Amalel: wbirac thnee, then
read. There are o excepions, but not howblerome ones.
2 bas all Led To Uois. | negret motling. When my pen Leaves Uois page, |

Aall step formard Unough he portal, leaving Lebind Ui record and the
Amalet fon thore with the bravery To follow me.
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